
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

February 20, 2023 
Contact: Colleen Rice, Executive Director 
Phone: 330-721-7118 ext. 1 
Email: Colleen@leadershipmedinacounty.org 

10th Celebrating Excellence in Leadership Celebrates During National Volunteer Month 

Medina, Ohio—Leadership Medina County invites the community to join us as we celebrate 15 
final nominees from across Medina County during National Volunteer Month. Winners will be 
announced on Tuesday, April 11, 2023, and honored in a "Starfish-Studded" program at the Blair 
Conference Center. Winners will have an opportunity to deliver a 5-Word Speech representing 
the 5 points on a starfish. Event information is available at https://leadershipmedinacounty.org. 

This event is dedicated to the life and work of Nancy Sprowls, former Executive Director at the 
Medina County Arts Council, Inc. and Leadership Medina County alum. All event donations will 
be divided between the winners in the six categories to support their nonprofit of choice. 

Excellence in Business Leadership Nominees 
Kathy Breitenbucher, Economic Developer, Medina County Economic Development 
Corporation 
Don Miksch, VP Wealth & Investment, Huntington National Bank 
Stephanie Mueller, Membership & Events Coordinator, Greater Medina Chamber of Commerce 

Excellence in Emerging Leadership Nominees 
Dawn Blue, Technical Content Assistant, Marketing, Wolff Brothers Supply, Inc. 
Rachael Jolly-Kosakowski, Business Development Specialist, Jobs for Ohio’s Graduates 

Excellence in Education Leadership Nominees 
Dr. Andy Hill, Superintendent, Wadsworth City School District 
Rachel Krauss, Director of Student Services, Educational Service Center of Medina County 

Excellence in Health Care Leadership Nominees 
Julie Fetto, Chief Nursing Officer, Cleveland Clinic Medina Hospital 
Stefanie Robinson, Executive Director, Hope Recovery Community 
Shelly Wharton, Associate Executive Director, The Society 

Excellence in Medina County Leadership Nominees 
Amy Demlow, Managing Partner, Critchfield, Critchfield and Johnston, Ltd. 
Janie Parish, Executive Director, Wadsworth Chamber of Commerce 

Excellence in Public Service Leadership Nominees 
Nathan Eppink, Director, Medina County Park District 
Katy Fuerst, Executive Director, Feeding Medina County 
Lori Willkinson, Director, Soprema Senior Center & Café 



Selected nonprofits include the following: Cathy's House. Chippewa Lake Lions Club 
Foundation, Feeding Medina County, Friends of the EMA, Integrated Community Services, 
Maggie's Mission Dog and Horse Rescue, Marian's Closet, Medina Cares, Out Support, Inc., 
Project Learn, Recovery Center of Medina County, Wadsworth Older Adults Foundation 
(WOAF), Wadsworth Salvation Army, and the Wounded Warrior Project. 

Find Celebrating Excellence in Leadership Awards Online: 
Website: https://leadershipmedinacounty.org/inspire_events/celebrating-excellence-in-leadership-
awards/ 
Twitter: @LeadershipMC 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LeadershipMedinaCounty 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/LeadershipMC 
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/leadership-medina-county/ 
 
About Celebrating Excellence in Leadership Awards: 

Established in 2004, Celebrating Excellence in Leadership Awards received 33 entries from across 
Medina County this year. The awards are selected by a committee of volunteers and presented by 
Leadership Medina County. 

Sponsors and Partners of Celebrating Excellence in Leadership Awards include Automation Tool 
and Die, Huntington National Bank, RPM International, Sandridge Food Corporation, The 
University of Akron- Medina, Westfield Bank, Westfield Insurance, Americal Corp., Clampco, 
Dollar Bank, Hospice of Medina County, Light Speed Hosting, Philpott Solutions Group, Ravago, 
Rea and Associates, Securitec, the American NewMedia Educational Foundation, Bollinger Funeral 
Goods and Services, Dandy Blend, Palecek, McIlvaine, Hoffmann & Morse Co., L.P.A., and the 
Western Reserve Masonic Community 

 


